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Agenda

• Introduce Jen

• What is a samurai?

• How do I become one?



  

About Jen

• Building websites since 2000

• Working with Joomla since 2005

• Author of 2 books on Joomla and 9 

lynda.com videos

• Currently seeking adjunct instructor 

positions and work in curriculum 

development.



  

What is a samurai?

• A member of the aristocracy.



How can you become a 
member of the Joomla 
aristocracy?

I didn’t know we had an aristocracy!



How can you become a 
Joomla rockstar in 
seven easy steps?

That sounds much more interesting and 

fun!



It takes 
ten thousand hours to 
achieve true expertise.

That’s web design, web development, and 

Joomla work.

Patience, Grasshopper.

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3364437-outliers


  

1. L earn HTML  and CSS.

• S top making excuses .

• Go take a class or two or three.

• Read a book or watch some awesome 

lynda.com videos.



  

1a. Take a class.

• HTML Writer’s Guild

• Your local community college

• Commercial training

http://www.hwg.org/


  

1b. Books and videos

• Self-directed learning is not for 

everyone (including me)

• Learn at your own pace (which is 

glacial for me)

• No homework…  but also no instructor 

and no accountability for doing (or not 

doing) homework



  

1c. A lready know HTML /CSS?

• There are other things to learn, so go 

learn them:

– Responsive design

– Mobile layouts and alternatives

– jQuery and JavaScript

– Usability

– Accessibility

– Website strategy & planning

– Information architecture

– Graphic design



  

2. L earn more about Joomla.

• Subscribe to mailing lists.

• Read lots of blogs.

• Ask questions on the forum. Answer two 

for every question you ask.

• Identify people who are doing the kind 

of work you want to do and follow 

them everywhere.

• Join your local Joomla user group, or 

start one.

• Attend Joomla Days.



  

3. Repeat what others are doing.

• What are others building?

• How did they build that thing?

• Try building that thing yourself.

• Can you improve on it? How?

• Why did they make that decision? Ask!

• How would you do things differently and 

why?



  

4. Contribute.

• Write documentation.

• Write articles for the Joomla Magazine.

• Join Twitter and Facebook professionally, 

and start talking about Joomla.

• Write blog posts on your blog, or guest 

blog for others.

http://docs.joomla.org/
http://magazine.joomla.org/


  

4. Still Contributing.

• Join the Joomla Bug Squad and test 

code.

• Now fix some bugs.

• Now write some new features.

http://docs.joomla.org/Bug_Squad


  

5. Do Great Work.

• Build amazing Joomla sites.

• Make sure everyone knows about them 

via Twitter, Facebook, blogs.

• Explain WHY these sites are cool. Don’t 

expect it to be self-evident.

• Submit those sites to the 

Joomla Showcase.

• Ask the Joomla Magazine to do a case 

study on your site.

http://community.joomla.org/showcase


  

6. What’s happening around 
Joomla?

• Project management

• Search engine optimization

• Writing great content for the web

• Usability and accessibility

• Database design

• Programming: PHP, Javascript, etc.

• Server setup and maintenance

The more you know about other areas, the more 
informed your work will become.



  

7. Now Mentor Others.

• When someone asks a question, answer 

it, or point them to someone who can.

• Encourage those new to the field.

• Don’t tell anyone they’re asking a stupid 

question. Ever.

• Join your local user group, or start one.

• Organize, attend, and speak at Joomla 

Days.



“ Sharing your money, your 
ideas, your insights, your 
confidence… all of these 
things return to you. 
Perhaps not in the way you 
expected, and certainly not 
with a guarantee, but again 
and again the miser falls 
behind.”  

The sad irony of selfishness — Seth 

Godin’s blog

http://sethgodin.typepad.com/seths_blog/2012/02/the-sad-irony-of-selfishness.html


  

Now, let’ s share some wisdom.

• Time to put these principles into 

practice.

• You ask the questions, and WE will 

answer.

• Tips, tricks, hints, problems…  WE know 

most things about Joomla, so let’s solve 

issues together!



  

Jen Kramer L oves Your Email

• jen@ jenkramer.org

• www.jenkramer.org

• Twitter: @ jen4web

• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/jen4web 

mailto:jen@jenkramer.org
http://www.jenkramer.org/
http://www.twitter.com/jen4web
http://www.linkedin.com/in/jen4web
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